
Challenges for a
Greener and
More Sustainable
Textile Industry

Annual Conference Report 2008

INTERNATIONAL TEXTILE MANUFACTURERS FEDERATION
FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE DES INDUSTRIES TEXTILES
INTERNATIONALE VEREINIGUNG DER TEXTILINDUSTRIE



Contents 

Addresses 
 
Salim Ismail 
Chairman, MEXA, Steering Committee 
 
Walter Simeoni 
President, ITMF 
 
The Hon. Ahmed Rashid Beebeejaun 
Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Renewable Energy and Public Utilities 
Republic of Mauritius 
 
 
Keynote Address 
The Hon. D. Gokhool 
Minister of Industry, Science and Research 
Republic of Mauritius 
 
 
First General Session 
Sustainability: Views from the Retail, Trade and Industry 
 
Plan A – Because there is no Plan B 
Krishan Hundal 
Head of GM Technology, Marks & Spencer Plc. 
London, UK 
 
Textile Production on a Green Paradise Island 
Maurice Vigier de Latour 
General Manager, Denim de l’Ile Ltd. 
Rivière de Rampart, Republic of Mauritius 
 
The Li & Fung Group: 
Global Sourcing, Supply Chain Management, and Sustainable Development 
Helen Chin 
Research Manager, Li & Fung Development (China) Ltd., Li & Fung Group 
Hong Kong 
 
Competing in the Global Textile and Apparel Market: 
How Relevant Are Green Strategies? 
Robin Anson 
Editorial Director, Textiles Intelligence 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, UK 
 
Fabric for Life: Patagonia’s Sustainability Journey 
Randy Harward 
Director of Quality, Patagonia Inc. 
Ventura, CA, USA 
 
What could be Stefanel’s Approach? 
Gianni Pavanel 
Operations Manager, Stefanel Spa 
Ponte di Piave, Italy 
 



Contents 2 

Implementation of a Sustainability Strategy in a European Company 
Christoph Larsén-Mattes 
Owner and CEO, Mattes & Ammann KG 
Messstetten-Tieringen, Germany 
 
Greening your Supply Chain: The Costs and Benefits 
Bill Gregory 
Director of Sustainability, Milliken & Company 
La Grange, GA, USA 
 
 
Second General Session 
Challenges and Risks of the Textile Industry in the Area of Climate Change 
 
Keynote Presentation 
Sustainable Development and Renewable Energy: 
Challenges and Opportunities for the Textile Industry 
Joël de Rosnay 
CEO, Biotics International 
Paris, France 
 
Sustainable Production in the Textile Industry Through Integrative Productio 
Concepts and High Material and Energy Efficiency 
Thomas Gries 
Director, Inst. for Textile Technology and Mechanical Engineering, University of Aachen 
Aachen, Germany 
 
Tomorrow’s Geopolitical Risks: Implications for the Textile Industry 
Jean-Pierre Lehman 
Professor of Intern. Political Economy and Founding Member, The Evian Group at IMD 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
 
Sustainability Challenges for the Textile Industry – 
Ecological Necessity, Social Responsibility and Profitability 
Keith Cowlishaw 
Head of School, Fashion and Textiles, RMIT University 
Brunswick VIC, Australia 
 
The Textile Machinery Investment Scene 2008 
Christian Schindler  
Director General, ITMF 
Zürich, Switzerland 
 
The World of Certification 
Ulrike Wollenschläger 
Editor, Wirtschaftsredaktion, TextilWirtschaft 
Frankfurt, Germany 
 
Challenges for a Greener and More Sustainable Textile Industry 
Harold Harvey 
Senior Consultant, Werner International 
Herndon, VA, USA 
 
Efforts Towards Sustainability  
Productivity, Value Added and Social Responsibility 
Ruizhe Sun 
Vice President, China National Textile & Apparel Council 
Beijing, China 



Contents 3 

Fibre Session 
Cotton 
 
The International Cotton Market: Sustainability and the 
Significance of Cotton Contract Sanctity 
Kai Hughes 
Managing Director, International Cotton Association 
Liverpool, UK 
 
Better Cotton Initiative: Growing Cotton More Sustainably 
Anna W. Bexell 
Chair of the BCI and Global Cotton Coordinator, Swedish Homefurnishing Retailer IKEA 
Aubonne, Switzerland 
 
 
Man-made Fibres 
 
Global Man-made Fibres & Sustainability Options 
Alasdair K. Carmichael 
President – Americas, PCI Fibres 
Spartanburg, SC, USA 
 
Manufactured Fibers and Sustainability - the Need for a Life Cycle Approach 
Robert B. Barker 
Vice President, American Fiber Manufacturers Association 
Arlington, VA, USA 
 
 
Speakers’ Contact Details 
 
 
Sponsors 
 




