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textile trade center in the world.
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Global textile summit
attracted textile industry
leaders to hear expert
presentations, discuss
current and future issues.
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or the first time in its history, the
International Textile Manufac-
turers Federation (ITMF) Annual
Conference convened in China.
The global summit of the textile
industry took place in the vibrant city
of Shanghai in October 2009. Once
more, the ITMF congress proved its
importance, bringing together the top
leaders of the global textile industry.

The ITTMF congress is the highest-
ranking international meeting point
for networking. Leaders of the global
textile machinery and textile industry
meet not only to attend an excellent
conference, but, even more impor-
tantly, to exchange and strengthen
contacts among themselves.

Under the general theme, “Struc-
tural Adjustments in the World Textile
Industry,” experts from around the
world mentioned that meeting the
demand, improving quality, and sus-
tainability are the main issues for the
near future. The theme is based on
the current situation of the world tex-
tile industry, which is challenged by
various difficulties like structural
technological adjustments in this tra-
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ditional industry, the short supply of
resources and the increasing con-
sciousness concerning the environ-
ment. This report can only reflect a
fraction of the information given in
the presentations.

Cotton In Focus

As is the tradition, cotton was one
of the main subjects to be discussed.
ITMF was founded in 1904, at a
meeting held in Zurich, Switzerland,
on the initiative of the British cotton
spinning industry. That's why it still
has a very close relationship with the
whole cotton industry. However,
ITMF’s activities today cover the
entire textile industry including non-
wovens and technical textiles. Terry
Townsend, executive director of the
Washington-based International
Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC);
and Gao Fang, secretary general,
China Cotton Association, discussed
current cotton trends. Since the mid-
1980s, cotton consumption has
increased from 6 to 18 kilograms per
capita. It is not easy, Townsend said,
but he is convinced the need for cot-
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ton will grow. Sustainable produc-
tion, he continued, is of utmost inter-
est for producers. In times of height-
ened environmental consciousness, it
is also very important to relay the fact
that cotton uses fewer chemicals.

Overcapacity

Gao Fang mentioned that 30 to 40
percent of all cotton processed in
China is still imported. On top of
that, the price of cotton has dropped
by 20 percent, and the farmers virtu-
ally don’t make any money. In the
near future, China will support its
cotton industry with subventions to
be competitive, and, basically, to sur-
vive. On the other hand, the acreage
will be further reduced. Another
problem is the huge overcapacity of
the textile industry. In general, China
is facing increased prices for energy,
raw material and labor, which must
be faced and elaborated carefully.

Man-Made Fibers

Also Face New Challenges
Not only cotton, but also cellulosic

and man-made fibers are more and
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more in the focus of attention, and
play an important part in the ITMF
event: Friedrich Weninger, member
of the Management Board of Aus-
tria-based Lenzing Group, made an
interesting point. He said that con-
sumers — triggered by consumer
interest, policy makers and big retail-
ers — are starting to ask questions
about the production processes:
What is the impact of your industry
on the environment, or what is the
ecological footprint of the products?
And, of course, as a viscose producer,
he raised the provocative question:
Are cellulosic fibers more sustainable
than man-made and/or natural
fibers? However, as already men-
tioned above, the point is to relay the
message to the consumer and to
prove the ability to work in a more
sustainable way.

No Protectionism, Please
DuYuzhou, president of the China
National Textile & Apparel Council
(CNTAC), welcomed the global tex-
tile community and said CNTAC was
honored to host the 2009 conference.
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