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International Textile Industry Statistics n°64/2021 
 

Slight capacity growth and higher fibre consumption 
 
ITMF (International Textile Manufacturer Federation (www.itmf.org) has published its report on 
International Textile Industry Statistics (ITIS) on productive capacity and raw materials consumption in 
the short-staple organized (spinning mill-) sector in virtually all textile-producing countries in the world.  
 
The global number of installed short-staple spindles has grown from 219 million units in 2020 to 225 
million units in 2021 (see Fig. 1). The number of installed open-end rotors slightly increased from 7.9 
million to 8.3 million (see Fig. 2). These positive trends contrast with the previous years; mainly because 
capacities are growing in Asia & Oceania again, led by China. The tendencies observed in other regions 
are stable. The number of installed air-jet spindles increased in all regions in 2021.  

 
Global Installed Capacities and Raw Material Consumption in the Short-Staple Organized (spinning mill-) Sector 

of the Textile Industries (1991-2021) 

   

  
 
The substitution between shuttle and shuttle-less looms continued in 2021. The number of installed 
shuttle-less looms increased from 1.62 million in 2020 to 1.72 in 2021 (see Fig. 3) while installed shuttle 
looms reached 927 thousand. Total raw material consumption in the short-staple organized sector is back 
to expected levels after the pandemic and increased from 41,4 million tons in 2020 to 45,6 million tons 
in 2021 (see Fig. 4). Consumption of raw cotton, synthetic, and cellulosic short-staple fibers increased by 
+14%, +4%, and +11%, respectively.  
 
Find more on itmf.org. 
 
Zurich, December 23nd, 2022 

50
100
150
200
250
300

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

20
19

20
21

m
ill

io
n 

sp
in

dl
es

Fig 1: Global Ring Spindle Capacities
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Fig 2: Global Open-End Rotor Capacities
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Fig 3: Global Shuttle and Shuttleless Looms 
Capacities

Shuttleless Looms Shuttle Looms

10
20
30
40
50

19
91

19
94

19
97

20
00

20
03

20
06

20
09

20
12

20
15

20
18

20
21

m
ill

io
n 

to
ns

Fig 4: Global Consumption of Raw 
Materials
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